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Monkey Cognition Demonstration 

 

How to Use This Document 

The following text is similar to what a presenter will say 

during a public demonstration. You may follow along, but 

please note that the exact wording and sequence will vary 

depending on staff and animal activity. Feel free to ask the 

presenter questions after the program. Thank you for 

joining us today!  
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in both the wild and here at the zoo. Today, our 

researchers are conducting a cognitive research session 

with the Japanese macaques. This is an opportunity to see 

researchers and animals working together to learn more 

about how primates think and feel. 

 

Japanese macaques—also called snow monkeys—have a 

longer history of field research than any other primate 

species. By observing them in the wild, researchers have 

learned that Japanese macaques live in social groups, that 

they have a rigid social hierarchy, and that they show 

some of the clearest examples of animal culture. However, 

we know very little about what is going on inside of their 

minds. The cognitive research done at Lincoln Park Zoo is 

designed to help us better understand how they think and 

feel.  
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Research Booth Set-Up 

One of the methods that Fisher Center researchers use to 

explore primate learning and behavior is a touchscreen 

computer. The researchers can draw conclusions as to how 

primates learn and remember by observing how the 

macaques solve puzzles on the computer. What we learn 

from these studies helps us to continuously improve 

animal care here at the zoo.  

The touchscreen computer 

sessions take place in the 

research booth on the far right 

side of the exhibit. To enter the 

booth, the monkeys push 

through a door that swings back 

and forth, like a doggie door. The session is always 

voluntary, so they can leave the session at any time. Some 

individuals may choose not to participate at all.  
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Sometimes, more than one 

monkey will enter the research 

booth at the same time. When 

this happens, the researcher puts 

a blank screen on the computer 

instead of a puzzle. That way, 

only one monkey will use the 

computer at a time, allowing the 

researchers to collect accurate 

data. Monkeys will also see a blank screen when they have 

finished their turn for the day.  
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Learning Through Positive Reinforcement 

Researchers didn’t teach the mo



 

Page 7 of 9 
 

that we continue to provide the best care possible for each 

individual monkey.  
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Conclusion 

The researchers and monkeys will continue to work 

together for a few more minutes, so I encourage you to 

continue watching. I hope you have enjoyed learning how 

researchers are using technology to see into the world of 

Japanese macaques. Once again, my name is _______, 

and I’m with the Learning team. Please find me if you have 

any questions. Thanks for being here! Your support helps 

us conserve wildlife. 


